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'FlyingSaucer'

StillUnsolved
About15 per centof ap-

proximately

1000 reportsof
"flyingsaucers,"received
in the pastfouryears, could
not be

explained,

a United

StatesAir Force Spokes-

man said last night.

Jet fighters equipped with

radarhad beensentup, but
none had yet made contact

with a "saucer"said Captain

E. J.
Ruppelt

of theAir Tech-

nical
Intelligence

Centreat
the Wright- Pattersonair
base,who is headingan in-
vestigationinto .the reports.

Groundradar had tracked

some
unexplainable

aerialob-
jects,believedto have been
travelling

at speedsof from
1,500to 2,000milesan hour,

but no one had reportedsee-
ing these,he said.

Captain Ruppeltadded that
none of the sightings,mostly
reportedaroundatomicbomb
centres,had resultedfrom at-
omic bomb blasts,or cosmic

ray and guidedmissilere-
search.

CaptainRuppelthas spent
thousandsof hours tracking
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down reportswhichhave been
increasing

in the last few
weeks,and has foundthat
many have naturalexplana-
tions.

Of the 1,000reports,38
per centweremeteorsof oth-
er heavenly bodies,13 per cent
balloons,

22 per cent birdsand
aircraft,

2 per cent hoaxes,10
per centtoo nebulousto clas-

sify as actualsightings,and
15 per cent

unexplained.

Captain Ruppeltsaid that
no physical trace,suchas a
pieceof wreckage,had been
foundfollowingthe receiptof
a reported sighting.

The
investigation startedin

1948,but was droppedfor a
short period the following

year.It was revivedlatein
1949.

"We are firmly convinced

that personsmakingthesere-
ports actuallysee something

in the sky,"said CaptainRup-
pelt.


